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Pen Portrait
Janet Barker is currently the Head of Children’s Centres/ Early Help Hubs in Trafford and has worked
in the Partington for approximately 10 years. Janet is passionate about supporting families to access
support for themselves and their families whilst their children are young, so that they are ready and
able to learn when they start school.
Janet has lived in Trafford all of her life and has almost 40 years’ experience in Early Years.
holds the National Professional Qualification in Centre Leadership (NPQICL.)

She

Community

Janet Barker
Newly nominated and appointed Governor, and active member of the Parent Council, for PCA.

Parent
PCA

Ashley Atkinson

Ashley joined the parent council when his child started in reception as he had a keen interest in her
education and wanted to be involved as much as he could. Ashley also has a soft spot for the school,
being a student there himself as a child. He has high morals when it comes to the community and he
is eager to work on the school/parent relationship, and see how the school can have a deeper
communal impact in the area.

Parent
FGA

Andrea Clarke

As the new Parent Governor for Partington Learning Partnership, the local governing body for Forest
Gate Academy and Partington Central Academy, Andrea is suitably qualified to understand the needs
of the community as she is the third generation of her family living in Partington. As Mum to five children,
Andrea understands the importance of a good education, sending all her children to Dean Trust schools
in the area.
Andrea has worked in Partington for the past 20 years. For the past eight years she has worked as a
volunteer in teaching and support at Forest Gate Academy within Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year
4 and chaperoned children in other classes on school outings. Andrea is employed as a midday
assistant for The Dean Trust, as well as a Care Assistant at a local residential care home. She is also
a volunteer for the Extra Care Housing charitable trust, the Rock School of Dance and, more recently at
The Bread and Butter Thing at The Fuse, – a Manchester based charity providing families with a full
week of shopping at a fraction of the price.
Andrea has been a student at North Trafford College for the past six years as well. She is a fully qualified
Level 2 Teaching and Support Assistant and is due to receive her Level 3 Diploma for Teaching and
Support in December 2018. Andrea is a trained First Aider and is an active and committed member of
the newly established parent council. Andrea looks forward to supporting the community as a Parent
Governor.
George is the Chair of Governors at Partington Learning Partnership Local Governing Body. A governor
at Forest Gate since October 2010 he took on the role of Chair at Forest Gate in 2015 and was appointed
to the role of Chair of the new LGB with responsibility for both Forest Gate Academy and Partington
Central Academy in 2016.

George is local to Trafford and worked for many years for Manchester City Council in Health and Social
Care.
Since retiring in 2011, George has continued his commitment to support the development of health,
Community
social care and education services at a local level through multiple voluntary roles such as the chairing
of Manchester BME Health and Social Care Partnership and the Partington Hub Children’s Centre
Advisory Board.

George Devlin

He is also the West Area representative on Trafford CCG’s Public Reference Advisory Panel and has
recently been appointed the Board of Trafford Housing Trust Social Investment Board. He believes
focusing on the strengths of individuals, families and communities is the most successful route to
bridging the gaps in service provision and improving outcomes for people.

Roy Dixon is currently the CEO of The Manchester Clinic and has substantial experience in healthcare.
He has worked in some of the largest and most complex healthcare organisations in the UK and has
specialist interests in health economics, inequalities in health and international health provision. He has
a Cabinet appointment by the Ministry of Justice to an Independent Monitoring Board and has
contributed to the review of education in prisons.
Community

Roy Dixon
Anita Edwards is an experienced educationalist, with over 20 years of experience in primary schools.
She has previously undertaken leadership roles in the primary sector across two local authorities and in
settings including schools, private and school-based nurseries and a Children’s Centre.
Anita joined Brockholes Wood Primary School (Lancashire) in January 2006 as Deputy Headteacher,
taking on the role of Acting Headteacher in September 2007 before transitioning into the position
permanently. During this period the school moved from a ‘Satisfactory’ Ofsted grading to ‘Outstanding’
in Nov 2008. Demand for places saw the school grow from a one form entry school to pupil numbers
exceeding admissions capacity.
Ex-Officio

Anita Edwards

In Sept 2013, Anita took up the headship at Partington Primary School (Trafford) before joining The
Dean Trust in Sept 2016, as Partington Central Academy. In Nov 2016, she transferred to Forest Gate
Academy to fill the position of Headteacher until summer 2017. She is now currently Executive
Headteacher of both Partington Central Academy and Forest Gate Academy.
Anita has the National Professional Qualification for Headship, NCTL accreditation as a Pupil Premium
Reviewer and is a member of the Maths Hub Strategic Board for the North West.

FGA Staff

Michelle Evans is currently one of the Year 2 Teachers, and Science lead at Forest Gate Academy.
Entering her fourth year of teaching, all of which she has completed at Forest Gate Academy, she is
excited to take on additional responsibilities as a staff governor. With 7 years’ experience overall,
Michelle has worked both in Primary schools and Secondary schools as a general class teacher,
specialist PE teacher, pupil premium coordinator and as a special needs teaching assistant. She has
worked across a range of year groups and has specialised in primary PE, completing her teacher training
at Ashton on Mersey Teaching School. She is a committed member of staff at Forest Gate Academy
and looks forward to beginning her role as staff governor.

Michelle Evans
Chris is currently one of the Year 4 Teachers, and Computing lead at Partington Central Academy,
completing his sixth year of teaching. He has overall l0 years’ experience working with children
from nursery to sixth form age, working in both the British educational system and British Armed
forces environment in Germany.

PCA Staff

Christopher Greatbanks

He has lived in three different countries over his life, but has finally settled down, spending his
teaching career working throughout Greater Manchester. He is new to being a governor, but has
never been one to turn down a challenge.

Katy Higginson is currently the Head of School working across both Forest Gate Academy and
Partington Central Academy. She has worked across a range of year groups previously and has held
a position on the Senior Leadership Team at Forest Gate Academy since 2012.
Katy is currently the lead on assessment across the four primary schools in the Trust.
Ex-officio

Katy Higginson

Katy works collaboratively with the other primary and secondary schools in the Trust supporting with
transition and data. She also works closely with The Dean Trust Teaching School and sits on their
strategic board.
She is a committed member of staff at Forest Gate Academy, Partington Central Academy and the
Governing Body.
Lee has been the Headteacher at Broadoak School for over three years having progressed from Head
of English through to Assistant Principal and Vice Principal in a twelve year career journey at the school.
Lee has been instrumental in driving change at all levels within Broadoak since the start of the West
Trafford Learning Partnership (formed in 2006) ensuring that outcomes for the community of Partington
remain strong whilst leading the school to both Good and Outstanding OFSTED inspections.

Ex-officio

Lee McConaghie

Lee has experience leading and supporting other schools in the North West as a representative of The
Dean Trust and of a partner school’s teaching school. Lee specialises in all areas of teaching and
learning (leading teaching programmes across the region) whilst having experience as a consultant and
lead teacher trainer on managing behaviour and raising standards.
Lee has over eighteen years teaching experience and continues to enjoy the challenge of teaching
GCSE English and English Literature in a successful department.

A resident of Partington for almost 40 years, Adele attended Moss View Primary School and Broadoak
School. She now lives in Partington with her husband and daughter, who continues the family tradition
by attending Broadoak School.
Adele has a strong knowledge of the community and excellent relationships with parents and children
alike, as she works alongside her husband as a childcare provider. She also has experience of the
schools both as a carer and a parent, which helps her to relate even more closely with the school
community.
Adele’s background is in residential social care, specifically around looked after teenagers and she
enjoys advocating for others. Her community work and input is vast and diverse, ranging from the
Community
Friends of Oak Road Park group, to being a founding member of Partington Youth
Partnership. Through these groups she meets with many people in Partington and on behalf of
Partington.
In May 2018 Adele was elected as one of the Ward Councillors for Bucklow St Martins, Partington,
Carrington and Sale West. She is extremely proud to represent her community in this way, as she can
use her wealth of knowledge both as a resident, business owner, and an environmentalist, to make a
genuine impact for her community on the Council. Adele wants to bring something of this experience
to the local governing body for Partington Central and Forest Gate Academies and looks forward to
being a voice for the children that attend Partington schools.

Adele New

Born in Manchester in 1983, Myrna has always lived in the Trafford area except for a period of just under
2 years from 2008-2010 when she lived in the beautiful North-East town of Italy called Padova.
Whilst teaching was an aspiration of Myrna’s, education always has been. Whilst in Italy, she was a
Teaching Assistant in the nursery at an English speaking international school and it was really from that
point that she felt she could not leave the field of education.
Community

Myrna Rollins

Upon returning to the UK, she worked as a Learning Support Assistant and Note-taker for students with
SEN, followed by her current role as a Senior Administrator at the University of Manchester
Accommodation Office.
Whilst Myrna has no experience of being a Governor, she feels that her passion and desire regarding
the education of younger children and the willingness to learn new skills will be the building blocks she
needs to help her to be a successful and hopefully longstanding Governor for The Dean Trust.

Valerie is a former Cardiac Physiologist and practicing Hypnotherapist.
In 1997 Valerie began her parent governor role at Ashton on Mersey School and continued this during the
federation with Broadoak School, the formation of the West Trafford Learning Partnership (WTLP) and
Academisation in 2012.

Community

As a Community Governor Val is currently Vice Chair of the WTLP Governing Board and lead governor for Pupil
Progress and Achievement.
Within the Dean Trust, Val is the lead governor for the Curriculum Committee at the two Partington Primary
Schools that form the Partington Learning Partnership (PLP).

Val Thorpe

Val is married with two children, has a keen and committed interest in education and enjoys studying Spanish,
reading and walking.

