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We hope you had a lovely Christmas break and are ready for the New Year. Below is a brief summary of the things 

we will be covering over the next 6 weeks. 

If you ever have any questions regarding  information in the newsletter or just in general, please speak to a member 

of the Reception team or contact the school office who will direct your queries to us. 

This term our main themes are Winter, Space and the Chinese New Year. 

We will be reading a variety of fiction and non fiction texts to explore these themes such as One Snowy Night, Snow 

Bears, Animals in Winter, What’s Next, The Way Back Home,  The Man on the Moon, Living in Space, I am Neil Arm-

strong, The Great Race, Dragon Dance, Chinese New Year and Lanterns and Fireworks. 

Science in Reception 

Children will explore the season of 

Winter and observe and talk about 

the changes in the weather and 

observe and talk about the animals 

and plants that they see. They will 

also continue their work on space 

and space travel and think about 

how astronauts move and com-

pare how different objects fall and 

bounce. 

Literacy in Reception 

In our writing sessions this term, we will learn to write 

for a purpose and explore what and how to compose 

labels, lists, invitations and captions.  We will talk about 

the key features of each style of writing and when best 

to use them in our work. 

In our reading sessions, we will learn to identify and de-

scribe story settings, events and characters and learn 

how to use and recall information retrieved from books 

and digital devices.   

We will also continue to develop our listening and atten-

tion skills in larger groups and for longer periods of time . 

Maths in Reception 

Children will continue to accurately count on and back 

to 10 and beyond.  They will learn to represent  numbers 

up to 8 in different ways and count out the required 

number of objects from a larger group.  Children will 

learn to match number names to numerals and quanti-

ties and compare numbers, learning that one quantity 

can be more than, the same as or fewer than another 

quantity.  Children will look at the composition of num-

bers and continue to develop the understanding that all 

numbers are made up of smaller numbers. Children will 

also practically explore mass and capacity and use key 

comparative vocabulary . 

History in Reception 

Children will use simple words to 

talk about the passing of time includ-

ing the days of the week  and 

months of the year. They will learn 

to put 2 events or objects in the cor-

rect order that they happened or 

were made. Children will learn 

about different astronauts from now 

and the past such as Neil Armstrong 

and Tim Peake and compare and 

contrast their space adventures. 

Art in Reception 

This term our focus is drawing.  The 

children will learn to select coloured 

drawing implements for a purpose 

such as a wintery picture.  They will 

use a variety of drawing tools such as 

pencils, crayons, chalks, pastels and 

charcoal to make accurate represen-

tations of people and objects such as 

space craft.  They will also create 

some Chinese New Year inspired lan-

terns and dragons. 

PE in Reception 

This term our focus is dance through Nursery Rhymes.  

The children will learn to create and perform actions 

to some of their favourite rhymes.  Please make sure 

that  your child’s PE kit is at school. 

RE and PSED in Reception 

This term we will be thinking about people who are spe-

cial to us and how and why we are special and how this is 

similar or different to our friends and family.  We will also 

learn about the traditions and customs of Chinese New. 


